Lincoln County

Open Letter (o Senator Harry Raid From Cilizens of Lincoin County:

Honcrable Senatar Rald:

We ars deeply concemad about the social and economic affect which the Lincoln County Land Act saies will
have on ouf communities and our way of Hfe. Wa ars aisa concemad about the wiy the process ieading upto
the October 12 sales are being carried out.

When our Gounty Commissioners were informed of our concems they pointed out ts is a BLM actien and is
taking place under a Congressional Deadline. We are grateful for your efforts to release land 1o improve the
county's tax base and we appreciate all the hard work that you have done to facilitate this project. Howaver,
at this time we must respectfully request your help lo postpong the saie uniil the concems of county rasidents
can be heard and addressed through an open process falthfut to the spirt of NEPA AND FLPMA as well as
other federai laws.

We are concemad about the ramifications of the Lincoln County Land Act. We ane gratatul for your afforis to
return land 10 the 1ax base, howeaver, the Bmount of land being dispased of compietely awsy from our tradi-
tional population centers creates a massive new community on the county lina. The density of the new ooy
munity on the county ling with 100,000 plus residents will quickly averpower the 4,000 residents that exist in
the county. -Our Caunty Commission seas doilar signs and hava been convinced thig Is an economic devel-
opment project. Itis. for Mesquite. For Lincoln County R Is the destruction of thair rural lifestyles, it is the
shifting of values from rural to urban, it is tha complete reversal af their curent fives,  While this may mean
|obs In Mesqgulte, It wili mean & doltar drain on the curent taxpayers. It also means the impositien of urban
ideals on a county that has hetd on 1o It's rural roots, We need jobs, Senalor, Yes we do. What we don't nesd
is ome more chiallenge for our fraglle sconomy to overcome, and this wouid appear 10 De 100 much to over-
gome. The land act Gives money to the 2L to acquire land, the anvironmentally sensiive land ey stek is
sur anly private propedy, this will further throw the county ints flux,

There has besn no open public process on this issu# in Lincoln County. The general population was not able
fe participaie in any of the scoping for the process, no planning heanngs wers svar heid. and the public has
not had adequate time to study the Impacts both immediate ana the futura.

ALL THE INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS, ALL THE SCOPING HEARINGS
AND EVEN THE SALES ARE IN MESQUITE. THIS IS THE LINCOLN
COUNTY LAND ACT AND MOST LINCOLN COUNTY CITIZENS DON'T
KNOW A THING ABOUTIT.

The NERA process for the Lincoln County Land Act was cursory, the comments prepared by the Lincoln
County Publlc Lands Commission and the Lincoln Gounly Planning Commission were suparessed by the Lin-
coin County Comymission, In Shor, Senator. tha sale neads to be heid up for at least a year whils the citizens
of Lincoin County find oul how this may impact them and If the Iand and it's alleged tax Incresses ane an ac-
ceptabie price to pay for growth. £an we atford 10 provide services in the imbo batween development and
tax revenuts? Can we atford to pay the sateilite offices Clark County wages and then ihe current county am-
pioyees as weil because the coynty cannot discriminate ageinst it's workers?

This entire Idea has not been wall thought out and untll it is, the whole project should be pul on hold, Senator,
we appreciate all the hard work that was dona to tacilitate this project, but the atfected people were kepl in the
dack and they nésd time 10 approve or disapprove this massive change to our lives and livelihoads.

Senator, we know you were instrumenta! in getling this act passed, we know the deadiline was so that BLM
could nat drag this out into decades, a pood ided, one that neesds more thought. Woukd it be too difficult for
you to delay }t for 8 year while the residents of the county study the good and bad and sa¢ how it will be bak-
anced against our futures? ' s
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Letter to Senator Ried re: Lincoin County Land Act, 10-2-2001
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